This theory of grammar is based on the hypothesis that every language user knows as part of his recognition grammar a set of highly specific diagnostics that he uses to decide deterministically what structure to build next at each point in the process of parsing an utterance.
By deterministicali¥ I mean that once grammatical structure is built, it cannot be discarded in the normal course of the parsing process, i.e.
that no "backtracking" can take place unless the sentence is consciously perceived as being a "garden path".
This notion of grammar puts knowledge about controlling the parsing process on an equal footing with knowledge about its possible outputs.
To test this theory of grammar, a parser has been implemented that provides a language for writing grammars of this sort, and a grammar for English is currently being written that attempts to capture the wait-and-see diagnostics needed to parse English within the constraints of the theory.
The control structure of the parser strongly reflects the assumptions the theory makes about the structure of language, and the discussion below will use the structure of the parser as an example of the implications of this theory for the parsing process.
The 
